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Discovery and Exploration of the Mississippi Valley, with the 
Original Narratives of Marquette, Allouez, Membre, Hennepin, and Anastase 
Douay. By John Gilmary Shea. 2nd edition, lxxx and 268 pp. 111. With a 
facsimile of the newly-discovered map of Marquette, and of Marquette's Letter. 
Joseph McDonough, Albany, 1903. $5. 9^ x T%. 

Early Voyages Up and Down the Mississippi, by Cavelier, St. 
Cosine, Le Sueur, Gravier, and Guignas. With an Introduction, 
Notes, and an Index, by John Gilmary Shea, xi and 191 pp. Joseph 
McDonough, Albany, N. Y., 1902. $4. g}4*7/4- 

The first book was originally published in 1852. It is almost entirely histori- 
cal in its point of view and it is made up largely of translations of the 
narratives of the early explorers of the Mississippi valley. The book opens 
with an historical account of the discoveries of the river and covers the 
records of the years between 1518 and 1699. This is followed by a chapter 
on the life of Father Marquette. Three-fourths of the book is given to a 
collection of the narratives of explorers beginning with Marquette in 1673 an d 
ending with Douay's account of La Salle's attempt to ascend the river in 1687. 
The book preserves for us the early accounts of explorers in the interior of 
this country and presents in an accessible form the story of the original 
manuscripts. 

The second book is a continuation of the history and although its title 
might easily imply that the same ground has in part been covered in this 
volume as in the first book, it really takes the story up directly at the close 
of the earlier work. This volume contains Cavelier's account of La Salle's 
voyage to the mouth of the river, St. Cosme's voyage down the river, in 1669, 
La Sueur's voyage up stream during 1699-1700, Gravier's voyage down and up 
in 1700 and Guignas's voyage up in 1727. The narratives are very brief and 
in the main are limited to the recital of the stages of the journey such as the 
passing of the various tributaries and meetings with the natives. Of these 
explorers, Gravier was the only one who seemed to have been interested in the 
river itself. His voyage down occurred during the low water stage and he 
reports many islands and shoals. He was impressed with the windings of the 
river and once he speaks of boxing the compass. Early in 1700, when he was 
near the mouth, the river was in flood and Gravier reports but few spots for 
more than eighty leagues not inundated. His interest may be accounted for 
by the implication which his letter warrants that he was asked to report on the 
available wealth of the land and the possibility, should the country be found 
rich in minerals, of using the river as a waterway. Robert M. Brown. 
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